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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 



1 . Due to communications filed 4/25/01 , the following is a non-final first office 
action. Claims 1-21 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. Claims 1-21 are rejected as follows. 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 , 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

As per claim 1, the preamble discloses "A digital payment system". However, the 
body of the claim makes no mention of a payment transaction taking place, thereby 
making the claim indefinite. Correction is required. 

As per claim 20, the preamble discloses "A digital payment and enforcement 
system". However, the body of the claim makes no mention of a payment transaction 
taking place, thereby making the claim indefinite. Correction is required. 

As per claim 21 , the preamble discloses "A method for payment an d 
enforcement of parking services". However, the body of the claim makes no mention of 
a payment transaction taking place, thereby making the claim indefinite. Correction is 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



required. 
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The terms "the wireless transceiver" in claims 20, and "the communication 
network" in claim 21 are relative terms that render the claims indefinite. The terms "the 
wireless transceiver", and "the communication network" are not defined by the claims, 
the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and 
one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. Because the terms "the wireless transceiver", and "the communication 
network" " are used, both claims, and therefore, the scope of the invention unclear. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international applicatbn filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, 14 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Teicher (US 6,076,075). 

As per claims 1,21, Teicher discloses: 

A motorist interface/providing a motorist interface accessible to the 
communications network, (Col. 13, line 66-Col. 14, line 2, shown that electronic wallet 
received at card interface, Col. 8, lines 55-63, shows online communications), 
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A remote parking authorization interface/providing a remote parking authorization 
interface having account data and meter data, the remote parking authorization 
interface interaction with the motorist interface via the communication network, (Col. 10, 
lines 43-48, remote account interface handles secured communication with financial 
institutions respective to accounts identified by the register, where Col. 9, lines 30-38, 
shows electronic wallet makes an authorized transaction with a bank account, in this 
case, the meter data being incorporated by the remote parking authorization interface in 
inherent since the register contains information identifying and authorizing transactions, 
where the transaction is a metered parking transaction as shown in col. 13, lines 25- 
28); 

An enforcement interface/providing an enforcement interface, the enforcement 
interface communicating with the remote parking authorization interface via the 
communication network, (Col. 14, lines 40-49, payment unit). 

As per claim 2, Teicher discloses: 

Wherein the communication network further comprises a wireless network, (col. 
10, lines 17-26, wireless communications link). 
As per claim 4, Teicher discloses: 

Further comprising a meter interface interacting with the motorist interface, the 
remote parking authorization interface, and the enforcement interface, (col. 13, lines 22- 
33, shows customer gains free access to parking meter, w/ col. 14, lines 40-43, where 
the POS interface represents the meter interface since the transaction is a metered 
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parking transaction as shown in col. 13,lines 25-28 and the transaction is shown to 
occur at a POS). 

As per claim 5, Teicher discloses: 

Wherein the remote parking authorization interface further comprises a plurality 
of accounts, (col. 10, line 46, shows "accounts" in plural form). 
As per claim 7, Teicher discloses: 

Wherein the remote parking authorization interface further comprises a repository 
for storing the accounts, (col. 22, lines 26-39, shows electronic cache check stored in 
electronic safe respective to account ID). 

As per claim 10, Teicher discloses: 

Wherein the remote parking authorization system further comprises historical an 
statistical information, (col. 18, line 64-Col. 19,line 5, shows the incorporation of 
statistical information, in this case, the historical is inherent since statistical information 
is derived from historical information). 

As per claim 14, Teicher discloses: 

Wherein the motorist interface further comprises a visual display component, 
(Col. 10, lines 28-30, display). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teicher 
(US 6,076,075). 

As per claim 1 1 , Teicher does not specifically disclose: 

Wherein the remote parking authorization system further comprises a suite of 
accounting programs, but does disclose an accounting unit that performs several money 
transformations in Col. 11, lines 13-18. 

Official notice is taken that it is old and well known in the computer art to have 
suite of accounting programs. It would have therefore been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have a suite of accounting programs with the motivation of enabling the 
accounting unit to be able to perform accounting transactions such as money 
transformations. 

8. Claims 3, 17-19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Teicher (US 6,076,075) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Lemelson et al (US 4,356,903). 

As per claims 3, 1 7-1 9, Teicher does not disclose wherein the communications 
network further comprises short-wave connectivity technology, but does disclose 
transactions through a communication network in Col. 8, lines 55-63. 

However, Lemelson et al discloses: 

wherein the communications network further comprises short-wave connectivity 
technology, wherein the motorist interface/the enforcement interface/the meter interface 
further comprises a short-wave transceiver, (Abstract, 2 nd column, linesl 5-28, shows 
implementation of short wave technology through code). Lemelson et al discloses this 
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limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing that a short wave code is used 
to sense that a vehicle is located at a parking meter. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention for a communications network to comprise short-wave connectivity 
with the motivation of producing a signal for indicating a meter transaction. 

As per claim 20, Teicher discloses: 

A motorist interface. . . accessible to the wireless network, (Col. 1 3, line 66-Col. 
14, line 2, shown that electronic wallet received at card interface, Col. 8, lines 55-63, 
shows online communications); 

A remote parking authorization interface having account data, meter data. ..the 
remote parking authorization interface interacting with the motorist interface via the 
wireless network, (Col. 10, lines 43-48, remote account interface handles secured 
communication with financial institutions respective to accounts identified by the 
register, where Col. 9, lines 30-38, shows electronic wallet makes an authorized 
transaction with a bank account, in this case, the meter data being incorporated by the 
remote parking authorization interface in inherent since the register contains 
information identifying and authorizing transactions, where the transaction is a metered 
parking transaction as shown in col. 13, lines 25-28); 

Ah enforcement interface..., the enforcement interface communicating with the 
remote parking authorization interface via the wireless transceiver, (Col. 14, lines 40-49, 
payment unit). 
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A plurality of meter interfaces. . . each meter interface in the plurality of meter 
interfaces communicating with the remote parking authorization interface, the motorist 
interface, and the enforcement interface, (col. 13, lines 22-33, shows customer gains 
free access to parking meter, w/ col. 14, lines 40-43, where the POS interface 
represents the meter interface since the transaction is a metered parking transaction as 
shown in col. 13,lines 25-28 and the transaction is shown to occur at a POS). 

Teicher fails to disclose a short-wave transceiver, but does disclose transactions 
through a communication network in Col. 8, lines 55-63. 

However, Lemelson et al discloses a short wave transceiver, (Abstract, 2 nd 
column, lines15-28, shows implementation of short wave technology through code). 
Lemelson et al discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing 
that a short wave code is used to sense that a vehicle is located at a parking meter. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to implement a short-wave transceiver with the motivation of 
producing a signal for indicating a meter transaction. 
9. Claim 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Teicher (US 6,076,075) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Ouimet et al (US 6,823,317). 

As per claim 6, Teicher does not disclose the following, however the following is 
obvious with Teicher since Teicher discloses credit card transactions in col. 2, lines 42- 
48, and in credit card transactions, all of the following is acquired before or during the 
transaction: 
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wherein each account in the plurality of accounts further comprises a unique 
account identifier, a motorist name... contact information for motorist device, funding 
information, and balance. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention for each account to comprise a unique account identifier, a 
motorist name... contact information for motorist device, funding information, and 
balance with the motivation of keeping track of parking transactions with specific 
accounts. 

Teicher does not disclose number of vehicles or license numbers of vehicles, but 
does disclose parking transactions in col. 13, lines 22-33. 
However, Ouimet et al discloses: 

number of vehicles or license numbers of vehicles, (col. 4, lines 43-48, smart 
cards are programmed with license plate data, in this case the number of vehicles are 
obvious since each license plate represents the presence of a vehicle, therefore, each 
license plate programmed gives a vehicle count). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate the number of vehicles or license numbers of 
vehicles with the motivation of keeping track of vehicles involved in a transaction. 

As per claim 8, Teicher does not disclose wherein the remote parking 
authorization interface further comprises a plurality of parking space identifiers, but does 
disclose parking transactions in col. 13, lines 22-33. 

However, Ouimet et al discloses: 
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wherein the remote parking authorization interface further comprises a plurality of 
parking space identifiers, Abstract, lines 6-7, parking space identifier). Ouimet et al 
discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of acquiring parking data for 
a parking payment transaction. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate a plurality of parking space identifiers with the 
motivation of tracking vehicles that park in the identified parking spaces. 

As per claim 9, Teicher discloses: 

Wherein the remote parking authorization interface further comprises time unit 
information pertinent to a particular parking space identifier, (col. 13, lines 28-30, 
parking time). 

As per claim 12, Teicher does not disclose wherein the motorist interface further 
comprises a transmitter, but does disclose parking transactions in col. 13, lines 22-33. 
However, Ouimet et al discloses: 

wherein the motorist interface further comprises a transmitter, (col. 2, lines 21-22, 
wireless transmitter). Ouimet et al discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the 
purpose of showing that wireless transmitters are used to handle data related to parking 
payments. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate a transmitter with the motivation of transmitting 
information related to a parking transaction. 
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As per claim 13, Teicher does not disclose wherein the motorist interface further 
comprises a receiver, but does disclose parking transactions in col. 13, lines 22-33. 
However, Ouimet et al discloses: 

wherein the motorist interface further comprises a receiver, (abstract, lines 12-15, 
shows wireless receipt). Ouimet et al discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the 
purpose of showing that wireless receivers are used to handle data related to parking 
payments. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate a receiver with the motivation of receiving 
information related to a parking transaction. 

As per claim 15, Teicher does not disclose wherein the motorist interface further 
comprises one or more computer programs, but does disclose parking transactions in 
col. 13, lines 22-33. 

However, Ouimet et al discloses: 

wherein the motorist interface further comprises one or more computer 
programs, (col. 3, lines 24-26, shows a network of computers [that contain computer 
programs]). Ouimet et al discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of 
showing that computers [which comprise computer programs] are used to handle data 
related to parking payments. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate computer programs with the motivation of 
processing information related to a parking transaction. 
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1 0. Claim 1 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Teicher 
(US 6,076,075) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Renner et al (US 
6,223,984) 

As per claim 16, Teicher does not disclose wherein the motorist interface further 
comprises an intelligent card, but does disclose credit card transactions in 2, lines 42- 
49. 

However, Renner et al discloses: 

wherein the motorist interface further comprises an intelligent card, (col. 1, lines 
27-31 , shows the utilization of a smart card reader for activating a parking garage gate, 
w/ col. 2, lines 49-56, shows that card reader is an intelligent card reader). Renner et al 
discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of utilizing an intelligent card 
to complete a parking transaction. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate an intelligent card into the motorist interface with the 
motivation of having a transaction with a card easily started for a motorist. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday 8:30am- 
5pm, and Wednesday, 8:30 am-12:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for . 
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the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT']. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 





A. R. B. 
June 23, 2005 
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